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Curriculum Vitae

VIRGINIA HELLIER

Managing Director 

Hellier Consulting

Virginia Hellier has been involved in the Australian food and leisure industry since 1973.   After running a private catering business for two years, in 1975 she opened her first commercial enterprise in Camberwell, Victoria – “The Black Pudding” – as a gourmet store, caterers and event managers.    The business was expanded in 1978 to incorporate a successful international cookery school.

In 1983 Virginia opened Hellier Consulting, a food, wine and lifestyle consultancy, servicing the national food, hospitality, tourism and associated lifestyle industries.   The services offered by the business include:

· Marketing and publicity, drawing on Virginia’s formidable relationship with the media.

· Consultancy on all aspects of businesses within the food, wine and lifestyle industries.

Virginia’s reputation as an industry consultant led to her being invited to launch her Victorian radio food segment in 1981 and she continues to appear on radio food, wine and lifestyle programs.

As principal of Hellier Consulting she travels the world drawing on many cultures for inspiration. When travelling nationally, she makes sourcing ‘food facts’ a constant priority, in every state visiting the relevant local producers to obtain ‘hands on’ experience of that particular produce. She is known nationally as a food and wine bon vivant and has been involved in the promotion of hospitality and lifestyle businesses since she started her consultancy. 

Virginia is often called upon to liaise with government departments in the planning and creation of major events. Most recently, Austrade used her services for the Australian Festival of Food & Wine held in Banff, Canada, where the activities she instigated received standing ovations at every event. 

She has the ability to create unique and marketable opportunities, events and promotions to ensure that her clients and their products are always to the fore in the statewide and national media. Her relationship with journalists across a broad spectrum of publications is formidable, from business and hospitality through to lifestyle and social columnists.

For over two decades Virginia has been at the forefront of the food and lifestyle industry in Victoria and is credited with establishing the profile of gourmet food in this state. She was the principal of her own cookery school, has been an editorial contributor on the subjects of food and travel and is a respected food and wine mentor. She has an encyclopaedic knowledge of food and wine in Australia, and is constantly consulted on all aspects of these associated sectors. 

Commentating 

Virginia is often called upon to host seminars and to act as master of ceremonies.   She has been invited to speak at events such as the A.H.A. conference, City of Stonnington, Rotary Club, Lygon Street Festival, Myer Melbourne and many Victoria wide festivals, including the 1996 Castlemaine Festival where she spoke on the history of restaurants in Victoria.

Memberships

Virginia’s involvement in societies, groups and committees includes :

· Committee for Stonnington – convened by the Mayor of Stonnington

· Chaines Des Rotisseurs 

· The Victorian Wine Press Club 

· Foundation Member, Italian Food & Wine Society 

· Foundation Member, Food Media Club of Victoria

· Former Board Member, Italian Chamber of Commerce

· The Royal Women’s Hospital Cancer Unit Fund Raiser Committee

· Camera di Commercio Italia

· International Association of Culinary Professionals

· Honorary member, Young Restaurateurs of Australia

· International Slow Food Movement 

Culinary Associations

Virginia is a well respected hospitality industry judge and adjudicator, and in this capacity has :

· Judged the Australian Hotels Association awards, on four occasions

· Chaired the judging panel for the Southern Pacific Hotel Group’s  ‘Apprentice of the Year Competition’. 

· Judged the Australian Dairy Corporation’s Annual Awards for Best Display 

· Judged the William Angliss and Box Hill T.A.F.E. Apprentice Awards 

· Commentated and judged the Melbourne Waiters Race for five years

Virginia’s other judging positions have included a dairy festival beverage competition and an Italian cookery competition, the national Divella Artists competition and the Australian Bicentennial Food Festival’s ‘Best Menu’ Awards.

Charity  Affiliations

Her charity work includes memberships of   :

· The Royal Children’s Hospital Committee  

· City of Melbourne Lady Mayoress’ Committee

· Bell Shakespeare Company Event Committee

· Spastic Society 

·  ‘Very Special Kids’ Hospice

Media Representations

Throughout her career Virginia has appeared on television and radio programs as a lifestyle consultant and presenter  :

· A fortnightly ongoing radio spot on radio 3AK’s popular “Grape Expectations“ program 

· The Optus T.V. Lifestyle program. 

· “Food” program radio 3BM 

Other media positions include being a contributor to –

· Inside Dining, the national hospitality magazine 

· The Age newspaper 

· The Herald Sun newspaper

· Gourmet Traveller magazine 

· H.B.B. magazine

· The Melburnian magazine 

· The Age Good Food Guide 

Hellier Consulting Projects

These are summarised on the attached list. 

· 1973 Commenced working in the food & leisure industry as the principal of her own cookery school.

· 1975 established first commercial business ‘The Black Pudding’ in Camberwell, Victoria.

· 1978 expanded to include a successful international cooking school.

· 1983 established Hellier Consulting, a food, wine & lifestyle consultancy, servicing the national food, hospitality and associated lifestyle industries.

Offering marketing, publicity, consultancy on all aspects of business within food, wine and lifestyle programs.

· As principal of Hellier Consulting Virginia travels the world drawing on many cultures which enhances her constant appearances on radio food, wine and lifestyle programs. 

· Successfully promoted over 160 clients and their products including the following -Yarra Valley Salmon, Bertolli Australia, Queen Victoria Market / City Of Melbourne, Hamilton Island Resort, Florentino. De Bortoli Winery & Restaurant, Australian Diary Corporation, Rockman’s Regency, State Government Victoria.

Italian Chamber of Commerce, Greek Consulate, Holmes Business College, Channel 9, Very Special Kids, Giuliano Bugialli Italy, Jacques Maximin France.
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· The impressive list of international food celebrities include;

Lorenza De Medici – Tuscanny

Rick Stein – UK

Nick Nairn – Scotland

Nick Malgieri – New York

Giuliano Bugialli - Italy

Paula Wolfert – San Francisco

Jaques Maximin – France

Joanne Weir – California

Suzanna Gelmetti – London & Italy

Gabriel Ferron – Verona Italy

Mogens Bey Esbensen – Thailand

      Dianne Seed – Rome Italy

Susan Lawrence - Scotland

